[Acute and chronic viral hepatitis in childhood. A review].
The author reviews nomenclature, pathogenetic agents, immunological markers and mode of infection of hepatitis in childhood. Epidemiology, incubation period, prejaundiced phase, clinic and course in regard to different types of viral hepatitis are characterised. Especially jaundiced and nonjaundiced courses, biochemical parameters immunological diagnosis of hepatitis type A and type B respectively are emphasized together with histological and histologic-immunological criteria. Therapy and prophylaxis of A- and B-hepatitis are discussed. The author reports on the chronic, chronic-persisting and chronic-active form of the hepatitis including immunological markers, auto-antibodies and therapy.